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Ramirez lost the bulk of his personal effects, and so no doubt
did Hernando Calderon and Roger Barlow. A galliot was
built to carry the wrecked ship's company and such cargo as
was salvaged, but this was a small open-decked vessel, and all
comfort for the gentlemen adventurers and officers was at an
end. Nor could such a vessel attempt the Pacific crossing, and
Cabot would seem to have had some justification in now
declaring the Rio de Solis as his objective. The Sierra in the
west, so rich in precious metals, could be no other than the
Sierra to the south of Castilia del Oro which Pizarro was seeking,
so that he was keeping the spirit, if not the letter, of his instruc-
tions, in turning towards Peru.
That was probably Cabot's argument, and the story of what
took place affords a close parallel to the events of Drake's voyage,
half a century later. In both cases there was a party loyal to
the views of the financial backers of the venture, and a party
ready to throw in their lot with a headstrong commander eager
to seize any opportunity for 'easy money': in both cases there
was friction even before the respective fleets left the Canaries,
which came to a head on the coast of South America. Francis
Drake hanged a Doughty, while Sebastian Cabot marooned a
Mendez and his followers among cannibals. Two of the men
thus abandoned had already safely passed Magellan's Strait in
1519, and so were firm in their belief that the success could
be repeated. Unfortunately Barlow says nothing of these events,
since he was writing a Cosmography and not a personal narra-
puertos, aunque no tan seguros como los que tienen al oridente, donde
stuvinios surtos; a quella entrada perdimos unas nao la major y la mejor
que llevamos en un ysleo que sta a la boca del canal llano de baxo donde
se perdio toda casi quanto en ella yva que fue causa no solo detention en
este puerto mas de lo que pensavamos mas aim de tomar acuerdo de mudar
el viaje que llevamos que era las ylas de los malacos assi per la folia de
los bastimientos que alii se perdieron, como por la gente de aquella nao se
havia de rrepartir en las otras que no se sufrain, e yr al rio que comun-
mente se llama de la plata, movidos por informacion de dos christianos que
aqid hallamos, que havian quedado de la armada de Juan Diaz Solis que
se perdio en el rio. Dize a nos havia que hisieron cietas de loque despues
no hallamos que era abundar la tierra de mucho oro y plata y bastimentos
y acordamos de hazer una gallera para fin de la conquista del rio'. Quoted
by Harrisse, loc. cit. p. 410.